
STANDARD PROCEDURE: 

Herdmaster program for Feedmaster Feedlot in Botswana  

and integration with Botswana LITS 

 4/11/2011 

 

1) SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN IN DOCUMENT .......................................................... 2 

2) Import data from Myscale pro to the laptop .............................................................. 4 

3) Change the excel format ............................................................................................ 4 

4) Open HerdMASTER .................................................................................................... 6 

5) Open and import animals into the program with corresponding information using 
UFIU ................................................................................................................................. 7 

6) Add DVS INDUCTION PERIOD to a batch of animals .................................................. 16 

7) Add treatments to a batch of animals ...................................................................... 17 

8) Produce the required report .................................................................................... 20 

9) Fate (remove) the required animals ......................................................................... 22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Requirements: 

Rudd Scale 

Connector (Serial port to Laptop) 

Skype 

Teamviewer program for remote login 

Choose the SAFEED BGF file when creating your database for a Feedlot 

STANDARD PROCEDURE: 

HerdMASTER program for Feedmaster Feedlot in Botswana and integration with Botswana 
LITS 

This document has been written assuming that you are computer illiterate and has been 
written to literally hold your hand through every step of the process  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

1) SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN IN DOCUMENT 
 MYSCALE 



o Import data from Myscale pro to the laptop 
o Change the format of the Electronic ID and save as Excel spreadsheet to new 

folder/file 

o Columns required are 1) Electronic Tag (National ID), 2) Animal 
number (Animal Tag), 3) weight, 4) pen number (location), 5) DVS 
permit no (group code 1) 
 

 HerdMASTER UFIU 
o Import Excel file with Utilities/Import/Universal File Import Utility (UFIU) 
o Add the following columns 

 Weigh date  
 Movement date to pen 

 Worksheet name (Copy and paste from Excel sheet) 

 Observation code (IND) 
  

 HerdMASTER  Batch change 
o Select all animal, click on change and include  

 SEX,  
 DVS CODE (40 or 90 days) 
 DVS DATE 

 

 HerdMASTER Treatments 
o Data entry/Action Template (choose template i.e. INDUCTION and date) 
o Select worksheet, move animals across 
o  Click PROCESS 
o  Reports/Q&A/Procedure Summary by date 

 

 HerdMASTER Fate 
o Select worksheet of animals 
o Change and give appropriate fate code 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2) Import data from Myscale pro to the laptop 
 

a. Once sent to the desktop, the Data file is automatically stored in a folder on 
the desktop called “Scale” 

b. It needs to be moved to a new folder on the desktop to be called “Feedlot 
Files”. In this folder create a new folder called 2011 and place your excel file 
in this folder. Open the folder: (The format should be as follows) 
 

 
 

3) Change the excel format 
a. Save the file as an Excel file 
b. Right click on the 1st column titled A with the mouse 
c. Format Cells/Number (Important; make the decimal places 0).  
d. AS AGREED: THE COLUMNS WILL BE: 

Electronic Tag, Animal number, weight, pen number, DVS permit no, and 
Induction date 
Add the required information 
 

This format needs to be changed 



 
 
 
 
 

e. Below the Excel spreadsheet with the visible electronic tags. Change the 
column heading as appropriate and sort columns as needed 

f.  

 
 
 
 
 
This file now needs to be imported into HerdMASTER for further processing 
 



4) Open HerdMASTER 
a. Double click on the HerdMASTER desktop icon 

 
 
 

b. Ensure that the Database selected is the name of the feedlot (Tlokweng or 
Walgreen) 
  

c. Username and password are both called “herdmaster” with lower caps 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5) Open and import animals into the program with corresponding 
information using UFIU 

 

Utilities/ Import/Universal File Import Utility 

The import Utility allows any Excel file with various formats to be imported. 
This one has specifically been setup for Feedmaster but can be easily 
changed. Details of changing the UFIU are given in APPENDIX 1.  

Feedmaster will specifically use the UFIU to import the following information 
(automated). AS AGREED THE EXCEL FILE WILL CONTAIN 

 Col0 = (Electronic tag) = National ID 

 Col1 = (Animal no)  = Animal Tag 

 Col2 = (Weight)  = weight 

 Col3 = (pen no) = Moved to location 

 Col 4  = (Permit no) =  group code 1  

 Col 5 = (Induct date)  = Rego date 

 

In the UFIU (at induction) you need to give a  

 Weigh date  
 Movement date to pen 

 Worksheet name  
 Observation code 

 

 

Click on the template to activate it.  

 

a. Then Click on next 
 



 

Find the appropriate Excel file that you edited previously (changing the electronic ID). It 
should be in folder /Mydocuments/Feedlot Files/2011 . The name of the file is usually the 
date on which the animals were weighed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click here to find the 
appropriate Excel file to 
be imported into 
HerdMASTER 



The Import Utility (the most important part of the exercise and this is 
basically the only application that needs to be done when loading data). This 
needs to be done when adding animals for the first time or adding weights to 
existing animals. 

 

 Automatically found in the file will be the Electronic ID, the Animal tag, the weight, location, 
Permit no and Induction (registration) date. 

YOU NOW NEED TO ADD FOUR COLUMNS INTO THE SPREADSHEET USING HERDMASTER  

 Weigh date  
 Movement date to pen 

 Worksheet name  
 Observation (IND) code 

 

a) Add weigh date Column: simply the weight date and give the correct date. 
 

 



 
 
 
 

b) Add movement date to pen  
 

 
 
 
 

c) Add Observation code Column: ADD an Observation Code “Obs Code” and simply call 
it IND for Induction. 

 

 
 

 
d) Create a Worksheet. All animals in this “group” will now be allocated to a 

Worksheet. This makes it easy to print reports for this group of animals 
 

 
 
NOTE, EASIEST IS TO COPY AND PASTE SAME NAME FROM EXCEL FILE 



 
 
 
 
YOUR IMPORT FILE SHOULD LOOK SOMETHING LIKE THIS 

 
 
Go to the next step 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

e)  You need to let the program know if you are importing animals for the first time i.e. 
NEW Animals. Otherwise leave this blank (for e.g. when adding weights at a later 
stage).  

 

 
 
 

f) Simply click on YES below 



 

 

g) Data is now ready for importation. The program now automatically creates 
Worksheet, gives all animal the required weigh dates etc 
 

-  
 
 
 

h) Now open the animal list to view all animals 



 
 
 
 

i) Double click on an animal to view particular details. 
 

 
 
 

Step 1) 

To open the animal list 
and view all animals.  

Worksheet 
opened at the 
top  

TREATMENTS DVS Days IN 

(RED = LESS THAN 
NOMINATED PERIOD 
(40 or 70 days) 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

6) Add DVS INDUCTION PERIOD to a batch of animals 
 

On Animal list, click select all, then choose change 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

7) Add treatments to a batch of animals 
 

Setting up treatments is fully described in the HerdMASTER Help manual: However, we have 
already setup “default” treatments Called Feedlot Induction; Feedlot Sick Animal and 
Feedlot Normal Treatment in this database. The way it was done is given in Appendix B   

 Setup /Treatments/Treatments types (Treatment types i.e. induction, sick) 

    Setup /Treatments/Treatments codes (What treatment for eg botulism, Valbazen) 

 

 



Setup /Treatments/Treatments batches (how much and associated costs) Not recorded for 
this exercise 

Enter the required withholding period (21 days)  

 

Enter the required information with an action template (has been setup for feedmaster)   

 

Action template: An Action Template is setup to add all the required information at one 
“event”, for example at Induction.  

This has already been setup using 

 Setup/Action templates  (use details option to view options) 

 

 

 

Here you add the procedure, give the column a name, treatment type and quantity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Entering the required information  

Data entry/action template 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choose the template “Induction” or 
Sick animals, or normal treatments 

Select all animals in the group 
(worksheet) 

Choose the appropriate group of 
animals (worksheet) 

Process the results 



 

 

 

 

8) Produce the required report 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example of a report (including withholding periods) 

Reports/QA Reports 

Animal withholding lists or  

Procedure Summary 



 

 

 

USEFUL REPORT IS REPORTS/ANIMAL REPORT/ACTIVITY REPORTS/ADWG Summary  

 

 

 

 

 

 



9) Fate (remove) the required animals 
 

Select all animals in the animal list using a worksheet and then click on change 

 

 

Choose S for slaughtered, then Process 

 

 

 

 



Appendix A  

Universal File Import Utility Setup for Feedmaster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Format is 
Excel Sheet name MUST BE same as 

that inside the Excel 
speadsheet. Easiest to copy 
and paste is to use rename and 
do a Control C, Control V 

Column Names 



 

 

Simply click on the column to map your column in the spreadsheet to the appropriate location 
within HerdMASTER 

Col0 = (Electronic tag) Animal data/ Animal ID/ National ID 

Col1 = (Animal no) Animal data/ Animal ID/Animal Tag 

Col2 = (Weight) weights/weight 

Col3 = (pen no) Movement/Moved to location 

Col 4  = (Permit no) Animal data/Animal group/ group code 1  

Remember to SAVE 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

APPENDIX B Setting up the Treatments 

Setup/Action templates (simply add a template) 

 

 

Now add procedure types (setup/treatment/treatment types) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Setup/treatment codes  

 

 

Setup/ action Template 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Add appropriate Name for column, and choose appropriate treatment 

 

 

 


